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John Donne's Vision of Resurrection

Yuuji TAKENAGA

John Donne 1572-1631

1623

Bald, 450 Hymn to God my God,

in my Sickness

And as to others' souls I preached Thy word,

Be this my text, my sermon to mine own,

Therefore that He may raise, the Lord throws down.

28 30

Devotions upon Emergent

Occasions Devotions

Devotions

Kremen, K. R. The Imagination of the

Resurrection
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29-34

2)

38-40

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my

word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath

everlasting life, and shall not come into

condemnation but is passed from death unto life.

Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming,

and now is, that they that hear shall live. John. 5:

24-25

2 -1

40-41

41-45

2 -2

Kremen

45-50

3)

Kremen

57-63
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4)

64-66

5)

Kremen

66-69

6)

69-72

Devotion VI

fear

MEDITATION

but as my physician's fear puts not him from his

practice, neither doth mine put me from receiving

from God, and man, and myself, spiritual and civil

and moral assistances and consolations. VI

MEDITATION
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EXPOSTULATION

the secret of the Lord is with them that fear him

Psalm. xxv. 14

the fear of the Lord is his treasure Isaiah.

xxxiii. 6.

The fearful and the unbelieving, into that burning

lake which is the second death Rev. xxi. 3.

the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom

Psalm. cxi. 10.

A wise man will fear in everything Ecclus. xviii.

27

fear

I am abundantly rich in this, that I lie here

possessed with that fear which is thy fear, both that

this sickness is thy immediate correction, and not

merely a natural accident, and therefore fearful,

because it is a fearful thing to fall into thy hands;

and that this fear preserves me from all inordinate

fear, arising out of the infirmity of nature, because

thy hand being upon me, thou wilt never let me fall

out of thy hand. VI EXPOSTULATION

PRAYER

And when thou shalt have inflamed and thawed my

former coldnesses and indevotions with these heats,

and quenched my former coldnesses and indevotions

with these sweats and inundations, and rectified my

former presumptions and negiligences with these
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fears, be pleased, O Lord, as one made so by thee, to

think me fit for thee; VI PRAYER

Devotions

Wilcox

Fundamental to these poems is a view of the world

which sees it as always potentially emblematic:

events, sights, or experiences, however ordinary or

apparently unspiritual, are bearers of the Word if

rightly interpreted. 155

Devotions

All mankind is of one author, and is one volume;

when one man dies, one chapter is not torn out of

the book, but translated into a better language; and

every chapter must be so translated; God employs

several translators; some pieces are translated by

age, some by sickness, some by war, some by justice;

but God s hand is in every translation, and his

hand shall bind up all our scattered leaves again for

the library where every book shall lie open to one

another. XVII. MEDITATION

Devotion XIII spots

MEDITATION

In this accident that befalls me, now that this

sickness declares itself by spots to be a malignant

and pestilential disease, if there be a comfort in the
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declaration, that thereby the physicians see more

clearly what to do, there may be as much discomfort

in this, that the malignity may be so great as that

all that they can do shall do nothing; XIII

MEDITATION

EXPOSTULATION

When I open my spots I do but present him with

that which is his; and till I do so, I detain and

withhold his right. When therefore thou seest them

upon me, as his, and seest them by this way of

confession, they shall not appear to me as the

pinches of death, to decline my fear to hell for thou

hast not left thy holy one in hell, thy Son is not

there ; but these spots upon my breast, and upon my

soul, shall appear to me as the constellations of the

firmament, to direct my contemplation to that place

where thy Son is, thy right hand. XIII.

EXPOSTULATION

PLAYER

These heats, O Lord, which thou hast brought upon

this body, are but thy chafing of the wax, that thou

mightst seal me to thee: these spots are but the

letters in which thou hast written thine own name

and conveyed thyself to me; whether for present

possession, by taking me now, or for a future

reversion, by glorifying thyself in my stay XIII

PLAYER

Devotion XIX

But what is my assurance now? what is my seal?

It is but a cloud; that which my physicians call a

cloud, in that which gives them their indication.

But a cloud? Thy great seal to all the world, the
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rainbow, that secured the world for ever from

drowning, was but a reflection upon a cloud. A

cloud itself was a pillar which guided the church,

and the glory of God not only this was, but appeared

in a cloud. XIX. EXPOSTULATION

And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole

congregation of the people of Israel, they looked

toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the

Lord appeared in the cloud. Exodus 16. 10

Let me return, O my God, to the consideration of the

servant Elijah s proceeding in a time of desperate

drought; he bids them look towards the sea; they

look, and see nothing. He bids them again and

again seven times; and presently they had their

desire of rain. Seven days, O my God, have we

looked for this cloud, and now we have it; none of thy

indications are frivolous, thou makest thy signs seals,

and wheresoever thou mayst receive glory by that

way. XIX. EXPOSTULATION

Oxford English Dictionary cloud

17
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