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Characterization of sexual dimorphism in gonadal differentiation of Rana rugosa tadpoles
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Abstracts : A previous study showed that sexual dimorphism first appears in Rana rugosa tadpoles as structural changes in
differentiating gonads at St.25-3W. However, there have been no reports to date showing gonadal sexual dimorphism in tadpoles
before St.25-2W. Therefore, we examined length and width from cross-sectional sections of tadpole gonads between St.25-1W
and 3W. The results revealed that the developing gonads of female tadpoles at St.25-1W appeared bigger than males. We also
determined the number of germ cells in female and male gonads at St.25-1W to 3W. The results suggest that the number of germ

cells in tadpoles also varies among individuals.
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