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This being so, this teaching is

the true one which is easy to

practice for all of us who are

small and helpless; it is the
shortest passage to walk for
us who are stupid and igno-
rant. Nothing surpasses this
teaching of the Great Sage,
which was given by him while
on earth and which is indeed
the ocean of merit.
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Let those who, aspiring for
purity, wish to give up defile-
ments, let those who are at a
loss as to the right practice
and the right faith, let those
whose minds are darkend and
whose understanding is defi-
cient, let those who are trou-
bled with evils and hindrances

weighing heavily on them

— let them all be rever-
ently mindful of Sakyamuni’s
command to come to the Pure
Land, let them be sure of
taking refuge in the most
excellent path of truth, and let
them devote themselves exclu-
sively to living it and piously
embrace this faith only.
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It is, indeed, a rare event,
however many lives one may
go through, that one happens
to find oneself so happily
situated as to be taken up in
Amida’s Prayer for universal
deliverance! To attain to the
pure faith of truth, however

many numberless kalpas one

may live, is, indeed, the most
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difficult thing. If not for the
most favorable karmic combi-
nation in one’s past lives, how
could one ever come to cher-
ish a faith in the Pure Land

and live it accordingly?
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If one should miss this oppor-
tunity through being becloud-
ed by a veil of doubt, one may
have to wait in vain for anoth-
er numberless kalpas. There is
absolutely no falsehood in the
statement, “All will be taken
up and none left behind!” The
Right Dharma is indeed some-
thing wonderful, transcending

things of this world! Let us,

therefore, feel no hesitancy in
listening to it and reflecting on

it!
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How fortunate it is that I,
Shaku no Shinran, but an old,
simple-hearted ignoramus,
should come across the sacred
texts from India and Central
Asia and their commentar-
ies by the teachers of China
and Japan! It is so difficult to
have access to them, and I
now have them! It is so rare
to listen to this message, and I
now have heard it

MR SR © RBEDL” 4
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B #0001 10 B gm0 55
I, wishing to live it and to
realize it, humbly declare
my faith in the true teach-
ing of the Pure Land, and,
especially, I wish to acknowl-
edge my indebtedness to the
unparalleled favor bestowed
upon me by the Tathagatas.
Accordingly, I hereby heartily
express my joy over what I
have heard and deeply cherish
all that I have gained.
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